
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Prelude on “A Mighty Fortress” Jan Bender 

* HYMN 260 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  Ein’ Feste Burg 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 65): 

Leader: We praise you, O God, in thankfulness for your goodness and 
  grace. 

People: We are happy and honored to come here to worship you O  
  God, the hope of all the world. 

Leader: You enrich the earth with water, providing people with grain. 

People: The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird  
  themselves with joy. 

Leader: They shout and sing together with joy.  

People:  So let us shout and sing together to the God of our salvation!   

INTROIT  Laudate nomen Domini Christopher Tye 

 O come, ye servants of the Lord, and praise his holy name; 
 From early morn to setting sun his might on earth proclaim.  
 His laws are just, and glad the heart; He makes his mercies known; 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess our deep and abiding need for your 
forgiveness.  We need you to set our lives right.  We need your 
wisdom to guide us each day.  We need your love to fill our every 
thought and action.  Forgive us when we believe that religious 
observance enhances our importance in your eyes.  Forgive us when 
we place more confidence in our own goodness than in your amazing 
grace.  Help us to remember what is important and set aside that 
which is not.  We pray this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 303 Jesus, Lover of My Soul  Aberystwyth 

+ Children and Youth leave for  their Classes.  + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Joel 2:23-32 

ANTHEM Lord Jesus Think On Me  Robert Elmore 
     EMILY MCSPADDEN, CONTRALTO 

 Lord Jesus, think on me And purge away my sin; 
 From earthborn passions set me free And make me pure within.  
 

 Lord Jesus, think on me And purge away my sin; 
 From earthborn passions set me free And make me pure within. 
 

 Lord Jesus, think on me, With care and woe oppressed; 
 Let me Thy loving servant be And taste Thy promised rest. 
 

 Lord Jesus, think on me Nor let me go astray; 
 Through darkness and perplexity Point Thou the heavenly way. 
 

 Lord Jesus, think on me That, when the flood is past, 
 I may th’eternal brightness see And share Thy joy at last. 

LATIN, 4TH CENT.; TRANS. ALLEN CHATFIELD 

SECOND LESSON Luke 18:9-14 

SERMON “Surprise, Surprise”    Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY The Pharisee and the Publican Heinrich Schütz 

The text is taken from today’s Gospel reading. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
 our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
 is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 220 All People That on Earth Do Dwell  Old Hundredth 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Hamburg Totentanz (Dance of Death) Bovet 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC  
Several different nations and time periods are represented today, with an emphasis on 
German music in honor of Luther’s Reformation.  American composer Robert Elmore 
(1913-1985) held church positions in Philadelphia and Bethelehem, PA and served on 
the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania. Dutch-born composer and organist Jan 
Bender (1909-1994) spent his early years studying and working in Germany before 
joining the faculty of Wittenburg University in Springfield, Ohio. There he was among  
the most influential Lutheran musicians in the country and was editor of the Lutheran 
Book of Worship. Heinrich Schütz (1585-1682) continued the style of his teacher 
Gabrielli in his compositions for Reformation German congregations. Among his many 
sacred works for choir and instruments is this charming duet between the Pharisee and  
the Publican based on Luke 18. Christopher Tye (1505-1572) rode the winds of history 
during the English reformation, alternately writing Roman and English church music 
under successive monarchs. Swiss organist Guy Bovet (b. 1942) is known for his research 
into historic performance practices and is equally known as a teacher and recitalist. His 
“Three Hamburg Preludes” are colorful, cheeky pieces which include the spooky “Dance  
of Death” in honor of this week’s holiday. 

   *     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Joel 2:23-32 (NRSV) 
 

 O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down 
for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 24The 
threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine 
and oil. 25I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has 
eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I 
sent against you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the 
name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And 
my people shall never again be put to shame. 27You shall know that I am 
in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is 
no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 28Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions. 29Even on the male and female 
slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 30I will show portents in 
the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 
31The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before 
the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. 32Then everyone who  
calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and  
in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and 
among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. 
 
Luke 18:9-14 (NRSV) 
 

 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves  
that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10“Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God,  
I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all 
my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home 
justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 


